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HASHEM spoke to Moses in the Wildemess of Sinai, in the Tent of Meeting, on the first of the

- wley

second month, in the second year after their exodus from the land of Egypt, saying:

2 “Take a census of the entire assembly of the Children of Israel according to their fm
according to their fathers’ household, by number of the names, every male according to their
head count. 3 From twenty years of age and up — everyone who goes out to the legion in Israe{
— you shall count them according to their legions, you and Aaron. 4 And with you shall be one
man from each tribe; a man who is a leader of his father’s household.
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ative: It can mean that the le would b 0
"an exalted level, or it could mean that their heads would be
removed from them, as Joseph used the term when he pre-

dicted that Pharaoh’s baker would be executed (Genesis
40:13,19). Here, too, the term suggested to the people that if
they would be uplifted: b:

could suffer greatly (Ramban).
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The third type of order, seder 1 ‘shem achdus ha'peula, *

order for the sake of unity of function, is a higher level of
order. Here, the components of a whole are organized and
connected in such a way that they blend info a unified

entity. This composite entity functions precisely because of

the harmonious blending of its components.
An example of this type of order would be a complex

machine — the parts of the machine are interconnected in
such a way that the machine functions properly. Each part

would be useless on its own, but together they achleve their
_purpose.

G In an engine, for example, there may be a small screw
in the carburettor which is almost insignificant in terms of its
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intrinsic value - it may be worth less than the smallest coin.
But without it the engine does not run; and if that small
screw were to fall out when the vehicle powered by that
engine were in an inhospitable and dangerous place, the
hapless driver may feel that it is worth the value of the entire
vehicle. Without that tiny part he has nothing at all. While
the engine was running smoothly that part® was
unconsidered and unappreciated; now that it is missing its
value has become apparent.

Systems which are set up in such a way that all the
parts are needed before any become relevant have a unique
quality: each part manifests a paradoxical duality. Each part

is at one and the same time nothing and everything: nothing -

because it is only a part, without the rest of the system it is
utterly useless; and everything because when all the other
parts are in place and functioning, it becomes essential and
¢ critical. Each part depends on all the others entirely, in this it
is utterly-subservient; and yet all the others depend on it, in

this it is utterly controlling.
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Such a system is the Jewish people. Each individual
Jew is essential and unique, utterly necessary for the cosmic
purpose which the Jewish nation must manifest, and yet lost
in his merely biological smallness when not fulfilling his
destiny as a Jew. In fact, at a broader scale, all of mankind
and the Universe constitute such a system: everything in the
world is created unique in its position and function and will
ultimately reveal how critically necessary it is in the greater
scheme of reality. '

When the Jewish people travelled through the desert
they travelled in formation ~ the diglei midbar, or “flags of

§ We respond in these two seemingly opposite ways
because that is exactly the nature and purpose of the human
experience: each of us is unique, cosmically important; yet
we achieve our uniqueness precisely when we fit into a

the desert”; each tribe occupied a specific position within the
camp. The root of this formation lies in the fact that each
.. tribe_has a specific identity and function within the Jewish

" people and thérefore a specific place. Within each tribe, each

family has a specific and unique role, and so too each

individual within each family. As the Jewish people were

being formed the uniqueness of each element within the
. nation was being laid down.
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In order to begin the path of genuine self-development, you
must learn to reject the mode of today’s culture which sees
the world as existing to serve the individual’s self-interest.

You must look beyond yourself and you must look above
_yourself. If you cannot become a part of that which is around

you and that which is above you, you can never become
greater than your own personal limits. If you cannot really
. _give of yourself to anyone or anything else, you will forever
be alone in your undeveloped smallness. When you have
begun to resolve the conflict of living as part of a greater
reality and yet in that greater, expanded reality discover your
own individual uniqueness, you have begun to walk the long
road that leads to real maturity and real greatness.
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blend into the Universal picture exactly as we should in
terms of our private, unique qualities and abilities that we

‘thrill to the realization that no-one else could Fulfill this

particular furiction, no-one else could stand exactly here and
do what must be done here. I fit in perfectly so that I become
indistinguishable as an individual, and yet in so doing my
individuality swells to the proportions of the Universe. L am
nothing, and yet I am everything. Each person reflects the

. uniqueness of the image of the Creator; the totality of the

Universe reflects the Oneness of the Creator; and in depth,
the two are not in contradiction.

to
So there are two phases: first, you must strive to discover

larger order perfectly. Remarkably, it is exactly when we -

'your uniqueness. What is your particular task? What essential

part of the world is yours to build? This question is critically
important — a life spent pursuing some unrealistic and

inappropriate goal is a life wasted, and worse, if damages the

al

entire world. When that small and seemingly insignificant
screw in that engine which we considered previously falls out
of place and rattles around in the wrong part of the engine,
the entire engine may be irreparably damaged.

i .

Second, you have to develop the depth to see that the thrill of

fitting in is a much more mature experience than the thrill of

-

being a loner at any cost. The immature personality will
choose to step out of line in order to experience its own
uniqueness; the fact that the overall structure is being.
betrayed and damaged is not relevant to such an undeveloped
mind. Immaturity cannot see the beauty in yielding the self in

order to actualize the self; in truth, however, that is the only

way to genuine selfhood.
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he Torah repeats again and again that the Levites were not
counted together with Israel. Rashi, in explaining the significance
of this repetition, says that Hashem foresaw the decree that all those
above the age of twenty would die in the wilderness. He therefore
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ordered Moshe not to count the Levites, thereby excluding them from
' w

this decree,

-

the Mudrash (Bamidbar Rabbah 1:1 and 37) also makes it clear
that had the Levites been included in the census, they would have
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died together with those aged between twenty and sixty.
This gives us an important insight into the ways in which God

rules the world. When a punishment is decreed upon a.group as a

_group, then all members are included, personal merit notwithstand-

ing.
Naturally, there are exceptions to this rule and sometimes a tzaddik

will be singled out and saved on account of his great merit. But this is
the exception rather than the rule. Therefore, the Levites had to be
_excluded from the counting. Had they been included, then their

merits would not have sufficed to exclude them from the main body
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of the Jewish people.
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Thete is, however, a complementary aspect to this principle of
. inclusiveness. While a decree on a group will include every
individual, the individual’s own due will always coincide with the
retribution that he will receive as a member of the group. Thus, the
_Divine Providence acts on a dual level. Each group is judged as a unit,
individuals perforce included; yet each person’s. personal due
‘coincides’ with that of the group.

Chazal describes this most clearly with regard %0 Moshe

(Rabbeinu’s death. On the one hand we are told that his punishment
was due to the events of n3™m M), the waters of conflict, where he
struck the rock instead of speaking to it (Bamidbar 20:12). Yet the
Torah also attributes it to the sin of the spies. Thus Moshe tells Israel
oY Xap X5 npK 03 N7 09%233 1 qasni 23 03, God also became
angry at me, saying, “You too shall not enter there” (Devarim 1:37,
see Ramban there)

i1 |

The answer is that both reasons are valid. Moshe was part of Israel
and therefore perforce had to be included in the punus ment of the
spies. (Although Moshe was over sixty and a Levite — both reasons
" ot to be included in the decree — still it is possible that, being the
leader of Israel, he was always considered as part of the nation as a
whole). On the other hand, there had to be a personal reason for
Moshe not to_enter the land of Israel. This was his error at the

incident of nia™ M M. '
hazal have described this interplay of personal guilt and

preordained punishment.

Lo ) ’
This is the ‘pretext’ which God uses against man. On the one hand,
one’s fate and destiny are identical to one’s people’s. On the other
hand, one’s own merits and faults are rewarded exactly, the two

systems coinciding perfectly.
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he inclusion of the individual in a group and his being judged, as
such, manifests itself in a positive sense as well.

Thus we find that when Elisha asked the Shunamite woman if she
needed any favors, she replied, ny" a8 ™My N3, Among my
people I dwell (Il Melachim 4:13). .

e Zohar [Noach] explains that this conversation took place on
Rosh HaShanah, and its meaning was, “Do you wish for any special

‘mention before the Almighty?” To which she replied, “I wish to be

judged among my people and not singled out as an individual.” One

who is judged as part of the community is granted the same benefits
as the entire community, regardless of lack of personal merit.

B
This is also the basis for the admonition of Chazal that naw' n'v%
K3y "3 MWD Wi, A person should ssociate himself

with the community (Berachos 30a). Rashi explains this as meaning

that one’s prayers should be in the plural form rather than in the

singular. By praying for the public welfare, one is automatically

included with them and does not need personal merits in order to .

benefit from one’s prayers. ,
¥ The reason for this is that the community is not seen as a mere

|

|
collection of individuals but rather a new entity exceeding the !

combination of the merits and strengths of the individuals & which ~ -

it is composed.
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The comment of the Midrash is the foliowing: -

MoK BX maw my YR naww o —'Since Orpah returned to her

people, she also returned to her gods.®* From a very similar
beginning, then, the two girls came to such different fates. At
first, both equally had persisted in their desire to accompany
Naomi wherever she would go—to unite their destinies with hers.
Then came the divergence—but even then, apparently ghot a
complete divergence—Ruth continued with her mother-in-law, while
Orpah returned to her people. But from this step, we are told,
there followed the complete degeneracy of this daughter-in-law

Jamily and his native land, to joumey on to an utknown and

of Naomi—her reversion to all the abominations of idol-worship
that she had. practised before her marriage. This divergence is
emphasised very sharply in the declaration of the Sages, that,
on the very night when she parted from Naomi, she degraded
herself in the worst possible way. What was the root of this
immense divergence of nature and fate, in these two girls, Ruth
_ and Orpah, who at first scemed so similar in their responses ?
What caused them, in time of trial, to react so differently ?
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i ition, sincere and determined

There is a kind of spiritual am
as it may be, that can never attain success. This is the aspiration

even of the man who has a clear idea of the good that he desires,
and in whom intellect and energy are fastened on achieving this
_*g_oal of purity and devotion — but who has failed to examine
himself, to discem in himself characteristics and attitudes that
are essentially incompatible with the good that he desires. His
eyes are turned outwards; and he does not recognise the fatal
flaws within. Such a man can never succeed in his quest; for
ghe forces and passions of his past life still hold him in their
toils, they have not been pruned or quelled, and, whether he is

conscious of it or not,_he is subjugated to them.
- Y

Orpah, 100, as we have seen, returned to her old idolatry,
and for the same reason. She too had not uprooted from herself

the inclinations and desires of her previous life: they festered
within her, under all her surface determination to live a new life;
and at the critical moment, they mushroomed and spread like
some irresistible fungus, ruining all the work of years.

imilarly, when God came to the sea, He had to disnfpt i_ts natu-ral

f)an?tg:l);f behaviour—He split it in two, he caused it to be dngd
up—and by changing the nature of the sea God passed thfough. it.
And the mountains too had the normal laws of th‘exr bemg'
shattered—according to the description in Hallel, they ‘trembled
and ‘pranced.” Only the wilderness, li Ehe phenomena
of nature, was left undisturbed, was accepted in its° own state—
use it was desoiate, unsown and_unplanted. Here, there was

no need for radical alteration, in order that the presence of God
should be realised, Here, He brought bread from the heav.ens.
and water from the rock, and quails from the. sea—the pillar
of fire and the pillar of cloud led the people by night and by day,

and God could dwell in all the fullness of His glory; in this place

of emptiness and desolation, of puri and receptivit

epgage in sheer creation, without the need first to alter, to destroy.
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A comparable situation is the parting of the ways of Abraham
and Lot. R. Leib Chasman® points out a striking fact that is not

often noticed: the spiritual strength that Abraham showed in
following the command of God— 4% 7% —to leave his home and

undescribed country—this strength so often praised” in Abraham
was, in fact, demonstrated in equal, if not greater force, by Lot.
Abraham’s nephew, too, fulfilled this command of 9% 1% )
—and under even harder conditions, since he had not received
the command direct from God, and needed even greater faith to
relinquish everything and embark on this spiritual adventure.
And yet, how different were the ultimate fates of the two men !

Lot eventually parted from Abraham: ovid 7y Yhx» 1w—in a

‘physical and moral sense, he went to dwell in Sodom, the place
of the lowest human bestiality and cruelty; while Abraham pro-
gressed to a spiritual purity of which our Sages could later declare
‘He who has a good eye, and a humble spirit, and a lowly heart
—he is of the disciples of Abraham.’ "

Here again, where was the root of this extreme divergence?
The histories of the two men had such promising and similar
beginnings. Where did their wavs part ?

e .
This, then, was the difference between Abraham and Lot.

Abraham progressed to his ambitious task only after he had .

removed from himself all pernicious influences. Lot, however,
ambitious as Abraham for spiritual greatness, did not relinquish

the evil of his past and, as_a result, in a moment of relatively
small temptation, in an urge of covetousness, he failed: he could
not resist the call of desire, when it"was a question of a better
sheep-pasture—and for this, he deserted Abraham and all his
spiritual ambitions, and turned aside to the path that led 10
Sodom. In such apparently minor crises, the true values of a
_man become obvious; and in Lot’s crisis the issue was disastrous.
According to Rashi, he even reverted to idol-worship :
*pora K maxa &Y YwBR R MR 0Ny v wmTpn Wy yon

—‘He removed from the Source of the universe; and declared,
I cannot stand by either Abraham or his God.’t*

Summary::
Purpose of the count:
Importance of individual within the community
Personal function
Service to Hashem
The community affects individuals
, . Lifting = very high or very low
Individuals develop themselves , i
' Personal function
Individual relationship with Hashem
Individual is judged based on potentials

Lesson: Midbar
Knowledge of self versus outside lures
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